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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

Under 37 CFR § 1 .97(b) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 

merits, after the filing of an RCE under §1.114. 

Under 37 CFR § 1 .97 (c) together with either: 

a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e), and 

a fee under 37 CFR § 1. 17(p) 

(after the 37 CFR § 1.97(b) time period, but before the mailing date of a final 
Action, a Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution). 

X Under 37 CFR § 1 .97 (d) together with: 

X a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e), and 
X a fee under 37 CFR § 1 . 17(p) 

(after the 37 CFR §1.97 (c) time period, but before payment of the issue fee.) 



06/04/2004 SFlINflSSl 00000013 061135 09861275 
01 FC:ifl06 180.00 DA 



Page 1 of 3 



Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
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X Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(1): The undersigned states that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 CFR § 1 .56 to inform the Patent 
Office of all patents, publications, applications and other information known by Applicants or 
Applicants' representative that may be material to the examination of the subject application, 
Applicants' representative hereby provides this Information Disclosure Statement that is prepared in 
accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97-1.98 and includes Form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B with 
three (3) references listed as items AA-AC. 

Copies of all of the items listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B are 
enclosed. 

Concise Explanation of Relevance 

Items AA and AB listed on the Form PTO/SB/08A are not in the English language. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of items AA and AB is in the form of a copy of a 
Japanese "Notice of Reasons for Refusal" mailed on April 13, 2004, from a foreign patent office 
and issued in a counterpart foreign application, which refers to the references. The Japanese 
"Notice of Reasons for Refusal" is listed as item AC and a copy is included herewith. An English- 
language translation of portions of the Japanese "Notice of Reasons for Refusal" is also included 
herewith. 

In addition, items AA and AB each include an English-language Abstract. 

It is requested that the information provided herein be made of record in this application. 




Respectfully submitted. 



Richard E. Wawrzyniak 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 36,048 



Address all Correspondence to : 



FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 
Richard E. Wawrzyniak 
120 So. LaSalle Street 
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Suite 1600 
Chicago, IL 60603 
Telephone: (858)552-1311 
Facsimile: (858) 552-0095 
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; Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 
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including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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